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MINES DEPARTMENT. 

Report of the Inspector of Mines for the year 1917. 

Council Pltper No. 39 oflrl18. M. P. No. 1572/1918. 

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

I have the honour to submit, for the information of H is Excellency the Governor, the 
following report on the work of the Mines Department for the year ended 31st December, 1917. 

OFFICIAL DUTIES. 

2. Owing to the continuation of the War no increase was made to the staff of th.e Depart
ment during the year. 

LEAVE. 

~. No officer of the Department was on leave of absenc~ outside the Colony during the year. 

LEGISLATION: 

4. l\\'o Ordinances were pa8sed~ nne to amenrl the Petroleum Spirit and Petroleum Oil 
Excise Ordinance, 1914, and the other to control the acquisition of Oil-bearing lands in the 
Colony. 

WORK UNDER THE MINES, BORINGS AND QUARRIES ORDINANCES. 

5. MANJ.'\K. Mining operations by the rrrinidad-Tarouba Oil Development Company on the 
Vistabella Estate, San Fernando, were recommenced during the early part of the year and are 
still in progresti. 

6. PETROLEU)f. Although the number of feet drilled shews a decrease over that of the 
previous year, it affords me great pleasure to be able to record an increase of over 72 per cent. in 
the production of oil. 

The figures are as follows ;----

Year ended 31 st Decembe}', Year ended 31st December, 
1916. 1917. 

Feet drilled. Oil 'Won. Feet drilled. Oil won. 
Imperial Gallons. Imperial Gallons 

Crown Lands 30,835 16,758,467 42,480 27,307,980 
Pri va te Lands 27,555 15,717,228 9,557 18,772,934 

Totais tj8,390 32,475,695 52,037 56,080,914 

New wells aggregating 44 were drilled during the period under review -38 on Crown and 6 
on Private Lands-and ill 31 of these oil was struck. This brings the total number of wells 
drilled in the Colony to :nst Decemhe r , 1917, to :~69, of which 199 are located on Crown Lands. 

7. The number of Companies engaged in the winning of oil at the close of the year was 
eleven-an addition of one to the ullIllber operating at the end of 1916. 

8. The Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited, continued their drilling operations on the Crown 
Lands leased by them in the :Morne L'Enfer Forest Reserve. A very active drilling 
programme was carried out, resulting in a largely increased production. The construction work 
has been chiefly confined to the making of roads and to the erection of the various buildings 
incidental to il,creased development. A considerable amount of work has also been carried out 
at this Company's Shipping Dep{)t at Pointe-a-Pierrt'. rrhe Refinery mentioned in my last report 
wa~ com pleted aBel in operation fill' the greater part of the year. Oil Fuel to Admiralty Specifi
cation was manufactured in fail' quantities and exported for the use of His Majesty's Navy. An 
additional pipe-line for the shipment of distillates from the storage tanks ~o the island jetty was 
also laid. 

9. The Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company, Limited, have done very little drilling on their 
private lands ~It Brighton, their energies being mainly directed to the production of oil from the 
old wells. I understand that difficulty is being experienced in obtaining tank steamers to export 
the enlte uil which in former years was shipped to the United States. 
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10. The United British Oilfields of Trinidad. Limited. have continued work on the lands 
held by them under lease near Guapo. The drilli;lg has be~n chiefly con-finecl to the area. formerly 
held under Prospecting Licence by the Parry Syndica,te, and a considerable produetion of Orude 
Oil has resulted. The wells on the Crown lid Private la.nds at Point Fortin have also continued 
to produce. This Oompany's oil has been purchased by the United British Refineries, Limited, 
and put through their Refinery at Point Fortin-the resulting pr.Jducts being either exported or 
disposed of locally. 

11. The United British West Indies Petroleum Syndicate, Limited, have continued the 
drilling of test wells, but, so far, without obtaining oil in paying quantities. During the early 
part of the year operations on the Stollmeyer block were suspended, and, since then, work has 
been largely confined to the areas formerly held under Prospecting Licence by Olark and Dreyfus . 

.. 
12. The lease to be issued to the Trinidad Oentral Oilfie1tls, Limited, has not yet been signed 

and, therefore, the Company is still operating under their Prospect! ng Licence. Towards the end 
of the year the drilling programme was increased, ;:lnd the prospects of an enlarged production 
appear favourable. The pipe-line from the field at rfabaq uite to their storage depot at Olaxtlln's 
Bay has been completed, but, so far, it has not been used. rfhe Refinery has been in operation 
during the whole of the year, the products -petrol, kerosene, lubricating and fuel oils-finding 
a ready market in the West Indies. A portion of these products has also been ex.ported to 
England in barrels. 

13. The rfrinidad Oil and Transpo:t Company, Li,nited, continued drilling operations on 
their private lands at Barrackpore, and the production was grea.tly increased. Considerable 
quantities of Oil Fuel to Admiralty Specification were manufactured at the Refinery and sold to 
the Trinidad L(;aseholds, Limited, who exported s tme fOI' the use of' His l\lajesty's Navy. In 
addition the local requirements of a number of sugar estates were supplied. Some small 
alterations to the refinery were made and additional tank storage provided. 

14. The Petroleum Development Company, Limited. have suffered from the same lack of 
shipping facilities as the Trinidad Lake Petroleulll Company, Limited, by whom all their 
production is taken. A small quantity of drilling work was undertaken. The existing wells 
continued to produce oil which, as hitherto, was pumped to the storage tanks of the Trinidad 
Lake Petroleum Oompany at Brighton. 

15. Small quantities of oil have been obtained from the wells on the Perseverance Estate, 
the property of 1\11'. O. C. Stollmeyer. 

16. The rfrinidad United Oilfields, I,imited, who are op~rating on Crown Lands under lease 
at Paolo Seco, did no drilling during the period under reVlew. A fair production of oil was 
obtained from the wells already drilled, and this was treated in the refinery-petrol and kerosene 
being obtained and sold locally. I am given to understand that this Company intends to resume 
drilling operations at an early date. 

17. The wells situated on private lands at Pointe Ligoure and the property of the rf. O. P., 
Limited, continued to produce oil in small quantities. 

18. The Oil Exploration of Trinidad, Limited, commenced operations on Private Lands at 
Guayaguayare, but, so far, oil has not been met with in paying quantities. 

19. No work has been done by any of the following Companies during the year :--The Cruse 
Syndicate, Limited; 1'he Oil Concessions of ~laya.ro (rrillidad) Limited; rfhe Trinidad-Tarouba 
Oil Development Company; The Trinidad bilverstream Oilfields, I.limited; and the Icacos 
(Trinidad) Development Company, Limited. 

20. I am pleased to be able to report that the Royalty earned during the past year was nearly 
double that earned during 1916 being £ 14,616 as against £7,765. 'rhe llJajor portion of this, 
namely, £14,269, was derived from oil won from lands held under lease, while £347 were 
obtained from lands held under Prospecting Licence. 

21. The way-leave payable in respect of pipe-lines laid along the l\'inidad Government 
Railway and along the Public Roads of the Colony.also shewed a very considerable increase, as 
£2,599 became due for oil piped along the Railway and £1,03~) for oil piped along Roads-the 
corresponding figures for the previoub year being £256 and £ It5, resl1ectively. In addition to 
this £11 were charged for crossing with pipe-lines the Foreshore, Railway and Roads. 

::!2. The usual returns in respect of drilling work, and. the extraction and disposal of the oil, 
have been regularly submitted by the Companies concerned, and after being checked have been 
filed with the records in the office. 

23. INSPECTIONS. In addition to the routine inspections which have been regularly made by 
the Officers of the Department, it was, as usual, necessary to carry out a considerable number of 
additional ones in connection with accidents, royalty, wayleave, re.fin~ries, the exclusion of water 
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from wells, etc. In most cases it was found that the Ordinances and Regulations were satisfac
torily followed. There was, however, one instance in which proceedings had to be taken against 
the Manager of one of the Oil Companies. 

24. I.JEASES AND LTCE"NCES. No Licence or Leise over Crown Lands were issued during' the 
year. As mentioned in my last report an application was received from the United British West 
Indies Petroleum Syndicate, Limited, covering the whole of the areas they desire to take up under 
Prospecting Licence. The Licence has, however, not yet been executed. The I.Jease to be issued 
to the rrrinidad Central Oilfields, Limited, is also awaiting execution. 

25. QUARRIES. The remark under this head in my last report as to there being little to 
report in this branch still holds good, as, with the exception of a few Government Quarries, they 
are small and unimportant. They have been regularly inspected by the Officers of the Depart
ment, and in most cases they have been worked in a careful manner. There were 68 quarries 
worked during the year, as against 61 in 1916. 

WORK UNDER rHE PETROLEUM ORDINANCE, NO. 20 OF 1915. 

26. A number of Inspections in connection with this Ordinance have been carried out, 
and I am pleased to say that in most cases it was found that the utmost care was exercised by the 
public in storing the various products of petroleum. 

THE PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS ORDINANOE, NO. 13 OF 1915. 

27. In addition to the Oilfields 82 Factories in Trinidad and 16 in the Tobago Ward were 
inspected. On the whole the provisions of the Ordinance were very satisfactorily carried out by 
the owners and managers of the various Pactories concerned. During the year there were seven 
accidents, of which four were fatal. 

WOB.K UNDER THE ASPHALT INDUSTRY REGULATION ORDINANCE. 

28. I have again to report that therc has been no digging of the village lots at La Brea 
during 1917. I do not anticipate that this industry will be re-opened until there are more 
shipping facilities. 

29. ApPENDICES. The majority of the returns under the Ordinances from which the 
appendices to this report are prepared were obtained from the various parties without trouble. 

Appendix A shews the average number of persons employed and the quantity and value of 
minerals obtained. 

The list of accidents is shewn in Appendix B, they are chiefly of a minor nature, and are 
such as are incidental to all industrial operations. 

The Mines, Borings and Quarries worked during the period are shewn in Appendix C. 

:30. GE"NERAL REMARKS As mentioned in my last report some of the smaller Companies 
are awaiting the close of the War to commence or extend operations. On the other hand the 
larger Companies have on the whole done well, and this in spite of their having been seriously 
handicapped by the scarcity and greatly increased co:st of materials, and by the lack in 
cerbin instances of shippin'.! facilities. Regular shipments of Crude Oil, Oil Fuel and Distillates 
have been made to the Admiralty for the use of His ~1::0esty's Navy, and these are likely to 
continue for some time to comc. The bunkering trade has also continued to progress satisfac
torily-and the same may be said of the local and "Vest Indian Markets. The total quantity of 
Oil and its products exported exceeded :37,000,000 Imperial gallons, an increase of some 
:3,000,000 gallons over the previous year. 

31. STAFF. I have again to express my sincere thanks to the several members of the staff 
for their very able and loyal assistance. 

22nd March, 1918. 

P. STEVENS, 
Inspector of Mines. 



6 

APPENDIX A. 

Daily average number of persons enlployed and quantity and value of Minerals obtained 
from Mines, Oilflelds and Quarries, during the year ended 31st December, 1917. 

Oil 
Asphalt 
Manjak 

MINERALS. 

Private Quarries (Limestone, Hravel, &c.) 
Government Quarries (Limestone, &c.) 

Daily average 
of persons PHlnlovPfL 

Males. 

1,7}):! 
[).J:! 

Iii;) 
3()-
-I 

Females. 

6-.. ' 

Total. Quantity. 

Imp. Gals, I 
tons. 

90,040 " .... 

66,771 

Approximate 
Value. 

£ 236,534 
87,';1)9 

1,808 
4,392 

10,541 

NOT~;: -The difference in valup hetween metal w.m from Private Quarries an(l Government Quarries is that the former 
cO~BistB of both Limestone and Gravel, Nhilst the iatter is chiefly Limestone. 

APPENDIX B. 

List of Accidents which occurred at Mines, Oilfields and Quarries, during the year ended 
31st December, 1917, report3d under Section 19 of Ordinance, No. 13 of 1907. 

Name of Mine, Oilfield or Quarry. 

Trinida.d Leaseholds, Limited 

Trinidad CenLral Oilfield::;, Ltd, 

Date. 

( I I th ,J anllary, 
')9nd 
l~th Feb;~ary 
21st 
:22nd " 
j20th April, 
30th May, 
31st 

7th Ju~e, 
lfith " 

I 2nd .July, 
! 7th August, 
lith 
IUth " 
:kd Septemher, 

24th ,. 
8th November 

\ 23rcl " 
15th March 

.\ ~7th November, 
I 30th " 
( 13th February, 
! 17th M<Ly, 
I j:.'8th Jul,v, 

Trinidad Oil & Tram;porLOo., Ltd.: I 4th ~eptemher 

I
II t.h Decemher, 

115th " 
lilith " 

Trinidad Lake Petroleum Co., Ltd. ) l::nh August, 
\ IIUth June, 

r 26Lh Septemher, 
,12th ,Talluary, 
I ~·ith April, 

United British Oilfields of Trinidad 11 12th May, 
Limited. :!5th July, 

16th August. 
29th " 

Perseverance Estate .. ~:ird April 
Lll. Brea Asphalt 'Yorks .. , 26th Ocloher, 
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd .. , :)lst March, 
Usine Quarry .. , 17th September, 

J 7th February, 
l 3rd May, Bourne's Bay Quarry 

Duke Street Quarry 

Eastern Quarries 

.. , 6th November, 

{ 

J ~t. h ,June, 
30th October, 
24th November, 

1917 .,. 

., 

Minor. 

2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
1 
3 

1 
2 
1 
I 
I 

I 
2 

35 

Number of Accidents Reported. 

~erious, Fatal. 

2 

J5 4 

Total. 

1 
2 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
3 
I 
I 
1 
1 
1 
I 
3 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
2 
I 
I 
1 
1 
I 
] 

I 
:2 
I 
I 
1 
I 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
J 
I 
1 
I 

----.:...----------------------------------



APPENDIX' C.-List of MineD, Oilfields and Quarries worked during tho year ended 31st December, 1917. 

No·1 Name. Situation. 

1 
2 

Mines. 
La Hrea Asphalt Works _. , I La Hrea 
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Oom- Brighton 

pany, Limited 
a 'IVistabella ... 

Oilfield,. 

... i~an Fernando 

2 

3 
4 
5 

Trinidad Central Oilfields, LimitedlTabaquite 

Trinidad Oil and Transport Com'I'Rtl'raekPOre 
Limited 
United Oil fields, LimitedlPalo I-\eeo 

Perseverance Estate ,.. .. jC}uapo 
United British West Indies Petro-I'3all Fernando, Sipari& 
I leul1l Syndicate, Limited 'I' ~Io 

6 !UnitedBritish Oilfieldsof Trinidad, Point 
. Limited 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
12 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

Trinidad Leaseholdfl, Limited .,' I Ii 0 l' est Res e r ve 
Fyzabad 

Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited ... Pointe-A-Pierre ... 

Petroleum Development Oompany, Brighton 
Limited 

Trinidad Lake Petroleum Oom- Brighton 
pany, Limited 
O. P., Limited .. Poiute Ligoure ... 

1 Exploration of Trinidad, Gnayaguayare ". 
Limited 

Qua1·rie8. 
}<;3tate 

Buenos 
:\lorne 
Southern Central ROltd, No.1 
,Brasso ... 
,Corosal _ .. 
,G Ult raeara ". 
l~lorichal ... 

j

Mayo... ... 
Tabaquite-Nariva No.1 
Mount Hope .. 
IMoruglt 
[Eastern Quarries 

... Diego Martin 

... Santa Cruz 
" Talparo 
... St. Joseph 
"I~obagO 
" lobago 
... ,Plum Road 
. "jSiPflri<l. 
.. , Erin 
... 8an Fernando 
" Cedros 
.. '1' Brasao Road 
..' Corosal 
'''IGllaracara .. . 
. .. Morichal .. . 
. Near Mayo Village 
.. ·ITabaquite-Nftriva. ROAd 
"1St. Joseph 
... Morng~ Road 
... Laventille 

Owner and Address. 

.. Stollmeyer, Limited, Port-of-Spain 

... INew Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, Limited, 
Trinidad " ... . .. 

" .• Trinidad Tarouha Oil Development Company 

Manager. 

. ..I. Claude Phelpe 
Brighton, 

.. John H. Weller 

.. .J. J. Waddell 

. .. ,Trinidad Central Oilfields, Limited, 2, Broad Street Place, 
London, E.C. ... .. R. H. May 

... ,Trinidad Oil & Transport Compa.ny, Limited, 48, Oanon Street, 
London, E.C. ... ... . .. Latha.m Watson 

.. ITrinidad United Oilfields Ltd., Finshury Court, London, E. O .... P. C, Bird ... 
"'IC, C. Stollmeyer, Port-of-Spain ... .'- ... E. 

!lnd United British "~est Indies Petroleum Syndicate, Limited, 
P.O. Box 162, Port-of-Spain ... ... ".IF. J. Flemming 

.. United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Limited, 3~, Bishopsgate, 
London, E.e. ... .. "'I 

nearlTrinidad Leaseholds, Limitefl, I, London ·Wa.ll Buildings, I 
London, E.C. . . ..... IH. S. Fuller 

.. ,Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited, 1, ~ London 'Vall Buildings,i 
London, E.'.. ... .. "'1 " 

".,Petroleum Development Company, Limited, Brighton ... John H. Weller 

... ,Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company, Limited, Brighton 

. IT. O. P., Limited, 18, Uhacon Street, Port-of-Spain ... 
... Oil Exploration of Trimdad, Limited, 62, London Wall 

... ,Trinidad Government, Port-of-Spain 

" 
" " 

I 

"'IL. Dalv 
... R. Rust 

.. ,Distriet Officer 

" 

J. Mclnr~y 
... !District Officer 
... Ji'. J. Horsford 

I Daily A verageN umber 
J of persons employed . 

125 

417 
24 

259'4 

102 
23'27 
14 

59 

553 

395 

230 

65 

137 
3 

17 

3-21 
3-50 
6'4 
9 
2'll 
3'46 
8 

12 
7 

II 
8 
5 

13 
5'94 
3 
5 
9'44 
9 
8 

129 

:\lilH-ral worked. 

Asphalt. 

Manj~k. 

Oil, 

" 

Limestone. 

Porcellanite. 
Limestone. 

Sanci~tone. 
Limestone. 

-:J 



APPENDIX C. List of Mines, Oilfields and Quarries worked during the year ended 31st December, 1917.-0ontinued 
---------------------

No. Name. :;;ituation. Owner and Address. Manager. Mineral Worked. 

21 
I Quarrie.s-Continued. I 
I Prisoner's ... . .. ·1 Port-of -Spain 

22 ICarrera Island .. Carrera Island 
23 Point Radix "'IMavaro 
24 IFishing Pond ." " Yaigual 
25 ITamana Quarry 51 mile .. , Tamana Road 
26 IGuaico-Trunana Road 8th mile ".I(juaico-Ta.mana Road 
27 I 10th "I " ... 
28 1 " 11th n .. " ... 
29 I'cnnapo Southern 13!" "'iCunapo Southern Road 
30 " ] 6! " ... 'I ,,' . 
31 7amana.Cnmuto Rd. 17th ... Tamana-Cumuto Road 
32 I Man~illon ... . .. ~Iandillon Road 
33 ,La PIque .. , ... :SI1I1 Fernando ... 
31 iPsille ... ,,·1 

... ,Trinidad Government, Port-oi-Spain 

" 

" II .f11IaGw.n Mission. San Fernando 

35 IB?rough Council .. 'j. 
36 IClrcular Road ... "'1"" 
37 'IStollllleyer's .. .. !.Guapo .. , C. C. Stollmeyer, Port-of-Spain 
:l8 Handhao... .,,:San .Tuan ... Bandhoo, San .Tuan . 
39 iLes Champs Elysees Estate .. :Maraval ... Mrs. Poleska de Boissiere, Maraval 

Madeleine Sugar Company, Limited 
.. ,Borough Council, San Fernaudo 

40 I No.2 ... I " .. I " 
41 i \1 l111an .. :Carenage .. George Mahon, Hart's IvUL " . .• 

42 1, ..•. Th(JI~las !3ay "'IGasp~ree .. II'V~llington Park, 21! sal)(.lhnrst St~eet, Po~t-of-Spain 
43 ILa Coulee ... . .. San Fernando ... Hell'S oi Mary JoaqUlnI, 9H, Coffee Street, :::Ian Fernando 
44 IBoHl'ne's Bay ... !Gasparee.... ,J. T. Gittens, 25, Tragarete Road, 
45 iSan Juan.. '" San .Juan ." F. J. Gransaull. St. Joseph... . .. 
46 lChamp Fleurs ... Rt. ,Toseph .. ·1,. " .. 
47 1St .. Joseph No. I ... I';;an Fernando .. IA. W. ~are~vood~& P. P. Pickering, San Fernando 
48 " _ 2. "'" ... P. P. Pwkermg, can Fernando... ... 
49 St. ,John Gravel Plt .Carapiehaima .. , ... Amelio Bailey, Freeport Village .. 
50 Duke .street "112, Duke St., Port-oi-Spain. Virginia Prime, 12, Duke Stt'eet, Port-of-Spain 
,51 IPointe-a.Pierre ... Pointe·a-Pierre ... . .. H. R. McLean, San Fernando n. ... 

52 !savar.v Bay ... Gasparee ... ..." ., ... 
53 Mary'ViUiam ., Gasparillo 
54 Glendale ... .. San Fernando .. . I" " .. 
55 I Charles ... ,,' "ILewis Charles, ll5, Tragarete Road, Port-of-Spain 
56 )ISilver Mill... ... San Juan .... J. T. Uittens, 25, Tragal'cte Road, Port-oi-Spain 
57 Campo Street " 
58 Gonzales ... ... Gloster Lodge '" .. 'I " 
59 1St .. John 'Street ... East Dry River ... 
60 IBasHon Street " 
61 Irving Laue Clifton Hill 
62 IMasson .. .. 'IPointe Gourde .. 
63 Boca View.. '" Gasparee 
64 'Cocorite Farm '" Mucurapo 
65 IStanislaus... " Laventille 
66:Al'anguez Farm ... !San Juan 
67 iLa l>ena ... Port-oi-Spain 
68 I Plum .. Manz1tuilla. 

" 

... Lee L~:n and Heirs of 'beorge Drangnet, P~rt-of-Spain 

... T. de Fague. 26, Frederick Street, Port-of-Spain .. 
.. The Port-oi-Spain City Cmmeil 

... J. T. Gittens, 25, Tragarete Road, l'ort-of-8pain 

... Mrs. M. A. Rapsey, Maraval .. .. 

... IElanehe Blackman, 5, Duke Street, Port-of-Spain 
.. Manzanilla Local Road Board, Sangre Grande 

.. 'lsupt. of Prisons 

... H. Daniel... 

... District Officer 

" 

Alexander 
Seraphim 

.. 'IF. E. Ollivierra. 

... M. (iovia 

.. L. Brown 

".,P. P. p'ickering 

'I,T. Mai~ny .•. 
... C. Atwell ... 
... ,~. O. Rudin 

:::IH. R. ~1eLean 
... C. Lucas 
... C. A. Gittens 

::.I.J. Lashley ... 

. "IF. B. Masson 

... T. de Fague 

. .. Philip Charles 

.. J. Lashley 

.. ~J. P. Potter 

...• J. Anthouy 
.. A. P. William 

30 
78 
7 
3 
7 

13 
4 
6 
7 
3 
4 
6 
3 
6 
1 
1 
8 
2 

12 
3 
3 
2 
2 
6 
2 
3 
I 
I 
4, 

9 
12 
5 

44 
18 
I 
4 
6 
6 
6 

15 
5 
5 
3 
4 
3 

15 
3 
2 

Limestone. 

" Gravel. 

Mari: 

Sa'l~dstone. 
Gra.vel. 

., and Sand. 
Limestone. 

Gra~~l. 
Limestone. 
GraveL 
Limestone. 
Gravel. 

Lim~~tone. 
Sandstone. 
Blue Limestone. 
White Limestone. 
Gravel. 

Lim~~tone. 

l:Hue' 'Limestone . 
Limestone. 

Sano"and Gravel. 
ILim~:tone . 

(Jj 




