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MIN·ES DEPARTMENT. 

Report of the Inspector of Mines for the year 1916. 

Council Paper No. 1,.5 of lfJ17. M.P. No. 2171/191'7. 

26th Jlfarch, 1917. 

HONOURAnI,E COLON {AI, SEtJRETAR Y ~ 

I have the honour to submit, for the information of His Excellency the Governor, the following 
report 011 the work of the Mines Department for the year ended 31st December, 1910. 

OFFICIAL DUTIES. 

2. There hns heen uo change' in the staff of thp Departnwnt. during the year. 

LEAVE. 

a. lVIr. A. P. Catherall, Deputy Inspector of l\'Iines, was absent on leave from the Colony from 
30th August to 2tjth November. During that time his duties were performed by Mr. N. P 
court, 2nd Assistant Inspector of ':\Iines. 

LEGISLATION. 

It. No further legislation ill connection with the Department was enacted during the year. 

WORK UNDER THE MINES BORINGS AND QUARRIES ORDINANCES. 

5. l\fAXJA1\.-':\Iining for this mineral was suspended during 1 DIG. 

G. PETROLEU\I.· -During the year the number of feet drilled shewed a satisfactur~· increase 
proportionately to the drilling done during the nine months covered by my last Administration 
Report, and a slight increase over the number of feet drilled during the twelve munths ended 
l\Iarch a1st 1915. 

The £gures are as follows:-

Private J.Jands 

Crown I.Jamls 

Totals 

19Jnwnths ended 
Jllcwclt 31st, 1915. 

1 D,5 1 () feet. 

38,4·;'")3 
" 

57,H69 feet. 

9 months ended 
Decentbe1' 31st, 1915. 

21,32/1< feet. 

18,729 ,. 

40,05:3 feet. 

12 mont hs ended 
DC(Yfnber 31st, 1916'. 

27,555 feet. 

30,83:) 

58,390 feet. 

'rhe number of wells drilled during the year was It·7 (27 011 Crown and 20 on Private Lands), 
and Oil was struck in 84 of these. The total number of wens drilled in the Colony to 31st 
December, UHG, is 325, of which 161 are on Crown Lands. The quantity of Oil ~xtl'acted 
during the past year amounted to 32,475,6n5 Imperial gallons, which compares favllurably with 
the quantity (23,489,3G2 ganOll~) obtained during the nille llluntlus ended 31st December, IHL>. 

7. The number of Oil Companies engaged in tll(' winning of Oil at the close of the year 
re m ained the sa me as in Decem bel', 1915, viz:. 1 ° . 

8. The Trinidad, Leaseholds, J..Iimited, confined their drilling operations to Crown I.Jands 
leased by them in the Morne I/Enfer Forest Reserve. Additional wells were drilled to maintain 
and increase the production of crude oil. The various works under construction at the time of 
my last report have been completed. 'rhe pipe-line from theiHorne JJ' Enfer Forest Rf'serve has 
been in operation, and large quantities of oil were pumped through it to the Company's Shipping 
Deput at Pointe-a-Pierre. A great deal of work was done at this Deput-the isla!ld jetty was 
completed, and a number of ships have been alongside to receive cargoes of Oil. Three large 
storage tanks have been completed, and a number of small ones are in course of erection. At the 
time of writing a Refinery to treat the Crude Oil from Fyzabad is nearing completion. 

At Guayaguayare the Company's Geological Staff ha·,re been engaged on a careful examination 
of the large area under Lease to them. 
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9. The Trinidad J.Jake Petroleum Company, J.Jimited, have continued operations on their 
private lands at Brighton. A production has been maintained from the vld wells, and several new 
wells have been drilled. Practieally the whole of the prduction has been exported to the United 
Sta tes of America. V 

10. The United British Oilfields of Tril1idad~ TJimited, are now working under Lease the 
Crown Lands formerly held by the Trinidad Oilfields. IJimited. Additional lands at and near the 
Morne L'Enfer Reser~e, fonn:erly held under Prospe~tillg JJicence, have also been incorporated in 
this lJease. Work has been chiefly confined to the Private Lands and to the Crown Lands formerly 
held by the Parry Syndicate. Several wells have been drill(~d on the latter area, and a large 
production of crude oil obtained. f,,;/ 

11. The Uuited British West Indies Petroleum Syndicate, I-limited, continued drilling on the 
areas originally licensed to iY1essers. J. G. Rust and Dreyfus, and wells were also sunk on lands 
originally applied for by lVIr. C. C. Stollmeyer. 1'he work on these lands has so far been confined 
to the drilling of test wells. Oil has not yet been obtained in any of them in paying quantities. 
The Refinery which was erected by this Company at Point Fortin, has been transferred to the 
United British Refineries, I .. imited, a subsidiary Company formed for the purpose of refining and 
marketing the prl)duction of the United British West Indies Petroleum Syndicate, Limited, and 
the United British Oilfields of Trinidad, JJimited. This Refinery has been operated during the 
period under review, and various qualities of refined products, including oil fuel to Admiralty 
Specification, have been obtained. /,' 

12. rrhe negotiat.ions respecting the lease to be issued to the Trinidad Central Oilfields, 
1,; 'ted, have continued during the year, and the Company are, therefore. still opf'rating on their 

.own Lands in the Montserrat Ward under Prospecting Licence. Drilling has progressed 
steadily during the period under review, a number of the wells drilled havt.:~ been capped, whilst 
the production from the rest has been refined-petrol, kerosene, lubricating and fuel oils being 
produced. A call-making plant has been installed, and petrol and kerosene are now available in 
convenient packages for customers. A storage installation hrrs been erected by this Company ncar 
the sea at Claxton's Bay, and connected by a submarine pipe-line to a loading berth approxi
mately one mile out to sea. The Company is now engaged in laying a pipe-line ,fro m their Oil
fields at rrabaquite to their Storage r:ranks at Claxton's Bay-a distance of' approximately seven
teen miles. , 

13. Only a small amount of drilling was done by the Trinidad Oil and Transport Company, 
Limited, on their private lands at Barrackpore, as sufficient oil for their needs was obtained from 
the existing wells. Small additions to their Refinery have been carried out. l1his Refinery was 
operated during the whole of the YE-ar, and the products (petrol, kerosene and fuel oil) were dis
posed of locally. The Trinidad Leaseholds, IJimited: have arranged to purchase a part of this 
Company's production, and have laid a six-inch pipe-line from the Refinery at Barrackpore to 
connect with their main pipe-line running from the field at Fyzauad to Pointe-a-Pierre. ___ 

] 4. rrhe Petroleum Development Company, Limited, have continued operations upon the 
Crown Lands in the 1"1orne L'Enfer Forest Re~erve which they hold under lease. 1'he work has 
been almost entirely confined to the production of oil which is pumped over to Brighton, and 

., !sed of by the Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company, Limited. 

IS. 1"11'. C. C. Stollmeyer has done a small amount of drilling on his Perseverance Estate 
at Guapo, and small quanties of oil have also been won. 

16. The rrrinidad United Oilfields, l~imited, have continued drilling shallow wells upon the 
Crown Lands which they hold under J-lease at Palo Seco, and have been successful in obtaining 
a small production of oil. A small refinery has been erected in which the output of crude oil is 
treated and petrol obtained. 

17. No further drilling has been done by the Trinidad Oil Leases, Limited. 'rhe existing 
wells have yielded small quantities of oil which has been disposed of locally. This Company is 
now known as the T. O. P., I.Jimited. I ......... 

18. A well was (hilled by lVIr. E. Bowen on his private lands in the Guapo Ward, but opera
tions were discontinued before oil was struck. . 

19. No work has been done by any of the following Companies during the year ;-~The Cruse 
Syndicate, Limited; The Oil Concessions of l\layaro (Trinidad), Limited; The rrrillidad-Tarouba 
Oil Development Company; The Trinidad Silverstream Oilfields, Limited: and the Icacos Cfrini
dad) Development Company, l~imited. 

20. 1rIw amount of Royalty earned during the period was £7,7()5~ of which £384 were in 
respect of Prospecting Licences, £7,348 in re!!pect of Leases, and £33 in respect of oil extracted 
from a well drilled in error by the 'rrinidad Lake Petroleum Company, l""imited, on Crown I.Jancls. // 
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21. rrhis Department is also responsible for the assessment of the way-leave payable in 
respect of pipe-lines laid along the Trinidad Government Rail way and along the Public Roads of 
the Colony. During the past year £2t>G became due tor oil piped along the Railway, ancl £ 115 
for oil piped along Roads. In addition £2 were charged for the foreshore in two places. 

22. The Companies have regularly submitted the various returns in respect of drilling work, 
and the extraction and disposal of the oil. TheseJ after being: checked, ha,'e been filed with the 
records in the Office. 

23. INSPECTIONs.-The usual routine inspections ha,'e been made by the Officers of the 
Department, and in nearly all cases the Ordinances and Regulations have been found to have been 
satisfactorily carried out. In no case was it found necessary to institute proceedings for breaches, 
as a warning was considered sufficient. A considerable number of additional inspections in connec·· 
tion with Accidents, Royalty, 'Yay-leave, Refineries, Pipe-lines, have had to be made. 

2:~. I~K\SES AND l.Jll'ENCEs.-A Lease dated 4,th December, 1915: over some 5,986 acres of 
Crown Lands, the greater part of which was formerly held under J ... ease by the 1'rinidad Oilfields, 
Limited, was issued to the United British Oilfields of Trinidad, l.Jimited. 

The Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited, selected the areas from their Exploration J ... icence which 
they desired to take up under Lease, and these were incorporated in the original lease by deed 
dated 14th July, IDIG. 

rrhe Exploration Licence issued to the United British West Indies Petroleum Syndicate, 
IJimiteci, over a small area at San Fernando, and which was extended for six months to II th 
May, IDI()~ expired, and no renewal was asked for. An applica,tion from this Company fo" 1-

Prospecting Li{:ence in respect of a certain portion of the large area held by them under Explo.l<l 
hon Licence was received. At the time of writing, however, the Company has submitted an 
-application covering the whole of the areas they desire to take up under Prospecting Licence. 

25. QUARRlEs.--The various Quarries in the Colony have been regularly inspected. by Officers 
of the Department, and there is little to report in this branch, as with the exception of a few 
Government Quarries~ they are mostly unimportant. There were 61 Quarries worked during the 
year as against 60 during the period covered by my last report. 

WORK UNDER THE PETROLEUM ORDINANOE, NO. 20 OF 1915. 

26. Since the beginning of un 6 work under the Petroleum Ordinance has been in charge of 
this Department, and a large number of inspections have been undertaken in carrying out the 
provisions of the Ordinance. I am pleased to say that, on the whole, the utmost care is taken 
by the public in storing the various products of petroleum. 

THE PREVENTION OF AOOIDENTS O.RDINANOE, No. 13 OF 1915. 

27. This Ordinance was brought into operation during the latter half of 1915: and during 
I D Hi, in additioll to the Oil-fields, 79 factories were inspected in Trinidad and 16 in the Tobago 
vVard. 

'Vhcn the Ordinance was brought into force it was found that in a number of cases machiI1'w 
of a, highly dangerous nature was entirely unprotected, rendering the employees extremely liau.k 
to accidents. I am pleased to record, however, that the fullest co-operation was accorded the 
Department by the Owners and Managers of the various Factories in carrying out the provisions 
of the Ordinance. 

During the year seven minor, two serious and two fatal accidents were reported. 

WORK UNDER THM ASPHALT INDUSTRY REGULATION ORDINANOE, 
No. 10 OF 1906. 

2H. There has been no digging of the village lots at La Brea during the period uncler review. 
'rhis is due, I believe, to the lack of tonnage available for export owing to the \Var, and I under
stand that it is the intention of at least one owner to commence operations again as soon as 
normal conditions are restored. 

2H. Al)PESJHl'ES.-- 'rhe majority of the returns uucier the Ordinances from which the 
appemlice::; to this report are prepared were obta,ined from the vttrious p<trties without trouble. 

Appendix A shows the u"erage number of persons employed and the quantity and value of 
minerals obtained. 

'rhe list of Accidents is shewn in Appendix B: they are chiefly of a minor nature and are 
such as are incidental to all industrial operations. 

'I he Borings and Quarries worked during the period are shewn in Appendix C. 
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:10. (JENERAL RE~lARK8.- Some of the smaller Cornpmlies are awaiting the dose of the War 
to comn~ence or extend operations, but the larger Companies hayc on the whole contiulcd tu make 
sati:::fadory progress-more especially as regards the Survey (Geological) and tpsting of Oil I,ands. 
The production from many of the present producing Wells can be c()l1sidl'rably ]ncrfasC(1~ and 
now that the prospects of satisfactory sales have improved we may I think confidl'ntly antiripale 
a considerable increase in the Colony's Oil production. The total quantity of Oil and it::; products 
exported during the twelve months ended 3J st December, 1916, exceeded 34,000,000 lmperial 
gallons. This compares very favourably 'with the quantity-slightly over 14,000,000 gallons
exported during the nine months ended 31 st December, 1915. During the last nine months of 
1HIG five cargoes of Crude and Fuel Oil were shipped to the Admiralty. 

·a 1. STAFF. -- Once again it afl', Irus me sincere pleasure to record my appreciation of the loyal 
and aLle assistance rendered by the several ]\iembers of the Staff. 

P. STEVENS, 

26th ~Iareh, 1917. Inspector of J\.Iines. 
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APPENDIX A. 

Daily average number of persons enlployed and quantity and value of Minerals obtained 
fronl Mines, Oilfields, and Quarries, during the year ended 31st December, 1916. 

~IJl\ERALS. Total. 

Oil 1,511 

Asphalt 582 ;')82 

Priva.te Quarries (Limestone. Gra.vel, &0.) 157 50 ~07 

Government Quarries (Limestone, &o.) 470 83 553 

Quantity. 

Imp. 

128,780 tons 

84,150 
" 

63,760 
" 

Approximate 
value. 

132,25(j 

83,889 

3,770 

7,825 

NOTE.-The difference in valne between metal won from }lrivaie QuarrieR and Government Quarries is that the 
former consists of both Limestone and Gravel ",,-hilst the latter is ehiefiy Limfl!'lt.one. 

APPENDIX B. 

List of Accidents which occurred at Mines, Oilfl.elds and Quarries, during the year ended 
31st December, 1916, reported under Section 19 of Ordinance, No. 13 of 1907. 

Name of Mine, Oilfield or Quarry. 

Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited 

Perseverance Estate 

Date. 

r 28th January, 
18th April, 
19th 

:\'1" 6tl Y 1 ~ a , 
21st August, 
7th Septemher, 

.; Wth ,. 

l

4th October, 
11 th " 
12th " 
26th " 
3rd Noyember, 

13th December • 

. '114th FebruaL'Y, 

United British West Indies Petroleum I 
Syndicate, Limited ... 16th May, 

i 
Eastern Quarries .. 126th July, 

i 

I 
Trinidad Central Oilfields, Limited { il~th August 

1
1ath 

., 

Basilon Street Quarry , .. 1 3rd October, 

New Trinidad Lake Asphalt ~o., Ltd. .. ,:16th 
I 
I 

I 
i 

No. of Accidents reported. 

Minor. 

I 
Sedons. Fatal. Total. 

lfi 1 '" , .. I 

" 
I ... ... 1 

" 1 ... ... 1 
I 1 

:{ 3 

4: 4-
1 

21 3 :!5 



• 

APPENDIX C.-List of Minee., Oilfields and Quarries worked during the year ended 31 st December, 1916. 

No. 

2 

2 

3 
4 
5 

6 

7 

8 
U 

10 
11 

12 
13 

2 
:3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
H 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
]5 

~aJl1e. ~ituation. 

111ines. 

La Brea Asphalt 'Yorks ... La Bre;t 
New Trinirlad Lake Asphalt COlll-: 

pany, Limited ... Brighton 

I 

Oi?fields. i 

I
Trini(la,j Centr<1,l Oilfield;:;, LimitedTabafluite 
Trinidad Oil and TnUisport Coy., 

I 

Limited . ..,Bal'rac-kpol'c 
,Trinidad United Oilfields, Limited Pdo Seeo 

Owner and Address. :Manager. 

.. , ,Chas. F. Stollmeyer, Port-of-Spain . .. ,Claude Phelps 

"'INew Trinidad Lake Asphalt Coy., Ltd, Brighton, Trinidad ... ,\Ym. D. Fowler 

." IT ri n idad Ccn ,...1 Oil fi dd" Ltd., 79, m,lwp'S" te, London, E. C ... i H. P. I ngm'" 

. ..ITr!n~dad on.& Tra~s.port Coy., L~~l., 48, C~noll st., London, E.C.(i. A. ~eat 

... TrJllldad Umte(l Ollfields, Ltd., hnsbury Court, London, E.C ... iF. E. Cherry 
IPerse,-erance Estate .. (~llap() 

I

l'niLell British \Vest Indies Petro- Ran :F8l'11<lndu, 
lellm 8yndicate, Li.mited l\1oruga 

... C. C. 8tollmcyer, Port-of-Spain ... .., .. ,K Pereira 
Siparia and Ullited British West Indies Petroleum Syndicate, Li.mited,1 

32, Bishopsgate, London, KG. ... ... ...iF .• J. Fleming 
.. United British Oilfields of Triniflad LiinHed, 32, Bishopsgate, I 

I

United British Oilfields of Trilli- Point FOl till 
dad, Limited 

Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited .. Forest R!'t-t'l'\ e, 
barl 

I 

London, KC. ... ... ... ... . .. 1 " 

neal' Fyza- Trinidad Leaseholfls, Ltd., 1, LOll(lon \Vall Building!!; London ... 1 E-I. S. Fuller 

'IT1 inidafl Leaseholds, Limited ... <;uayaglHl.) ,Ire 
ITrinidad Leaseholds, Limited ... ' Poillte·,t-Pil!ITe 
IPetruleulIl lJevelopment Coy., Ltd.Brighton 

[
Trinidi\rl Lake Petroleum Coy .. ' 

Limited " 

1 ~.O.l'., Limite(l ... t'uint Liguure 
E. BO\ven 

Qllarl'ies. 

.. Diego Martin 

... Santa Cruz 

... 'l\dparo 
j

River Estate 
'~lltut.:npall') 

I.\latchapool'ie 

I
~outhel'll Central Road Q,nal'l'Y 

No.1. 
Siparia 
Bue!los Ayres 
La Hessonrce 
.\loric:hal 
.\Iayo 
G·uaracant 
C01'0831 

Nali",. 
Pruvi.dence 
,:\1 t,. Parnassus 

I(;range ~jain Road 

... Cecll'os 
.. ,~il?ari'1 

.,. ~l'lll 

:~: i\l'oriehal 
. :.\Jayo Yillagc 

... IGunracant village 

... Corosal r01td 

... Tabaqnitc Nariva road 

.. ,Tubago 

... 1 

" '" '" " ···1 ,. ... ,Petroleum 1>eyelopment Company, Limited, Brighton ... \Y. D. Fowler 

"IFl'illida.d Lilke Pet~'o~eum ~;~mpallY,. Limi,tef~, Brighton ... r.o.p .. Ltd., 18, Chacon stleet, POlt-of-SpaIn ... 
... K Bowen, Town Hall, Port-of-Spain ... . .. 

. .. , Trinidacl (~OyerJllllelJt, FurL-of- 'Spain 

." 

.. '1 i\I Ullg~ 'Tl::.:/:;id';; 

. .. E. 1;'.,owen 

... , District Officer 

" 

----_._----- ----------

.. i 

I 

:::i 

••• j 

_ .. I 

Daily Average No. of 
persons employed. 

123 

459 

212'50 

39 
28'71 

H 

48 

337 
178 

68 
352 
'"' d'fo 

181 
I 
4 

6 
3 

10'50 

8'93' 
7 
4 
3 
6 
7 
7 

10 
9 
:5 
:2 
5 

I Mineral worked. 

IA'Phalt. 

I" 
-::J 

I 

I Limestone 

I . IPocecnam teo 

" 
" 
" ILimestone. 

iDeaci' Rock . 

Limestone I " 



No. 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

• 2:~ 
24 
25 
26 
'2.7 
28 
2!J 
:·W 
31 
32 
33 
~{.,l, 

35 
36 
37 
as 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 

APPENDIX C.-List of Mines, Oilfields and Quarries worked during the year ended 31st December, 1916.-lJontinued. 

Name. 

(lllan·ic8. -Oolltcl. 

Pel'sevel'lt1lce Estate 

Lane 
i-;treet 

Mill 
John Street 

Rtreet 
Bay 

Masson 
Hill 
Bay 

Pella 
Amnguez :Farlll 

Railway .. 

13th 

Situatioll. Owner and Address. 

UU\'ernment, Port·of-Spaill 

(} t'ul1(le 

,. 
Waddell, :-:,illl FerwuH!" " ... ". 

H. Hal'l!Wilud allll 1'. 1'. Pi\,:kerillg, S,U\ Fernando 
. L()\t',~ Ch,u .. ~, lL3, Tl"1.g'll'ete Road, Port-of-Spain ... 

.Mary .Joaljllill, Han Fel'''''''']'' 
Pt'lme, 12, Dnke Street, 

Cu.mphdl, St. Alll1's 
5siere, ~lam\,;1.l 
Tragarete Road, Purt-of·Spain 

I \Y dlillgt 011 Park, 21, S;'ndhnr"t Street', Port·of -Spain 
.. ,I(;eo, DrrUlgnet, Charlotte Street, 
.. '.J. T. (;ittens, 2;3, Phillip Street, 
, .J, T. (; it tens, 25, Tmgarcte I{, "ad , 

\1 H. Blackmall. i). Duke Ntreet, 

Manager. 

I.i Thome 
Hellllctt 

Ed\'. ill :'.hllohur 
, TOIlI\'" .LltF",: 

... A. P \Yilil,tlll 
, Dl'uwn 

" 8et'aphiIl 
B. )la8s011 

11 Lashley 
(it)veia 
,". :\I,Ulll 

l:{onaJd A. Boyack 

Daily average No. of 
persons employed. 

9 
35 

144 
4-

157 
10 
11 
5 

20 
35 
12 
10 
S 
1 
7 
4 
!) 
2';0 
~ 

4 
5 
3 
2 

l5 
10 

1 
7 
] 

:2 

2 
7 
6 

II 
5 
7 
s 
2 
7 

22 
4 
6 
5 

l2 
4 

22 

Mineral worked. 

" 
H 

":UI(1:40Ul'. 

Lilllt':;tolle, 

00 




